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THE DESCENDANTS OF JORAN KYN, THE FOUNDER 
OF UPLAND. 

BY GREGORY B. KEEN. 
(Continued from page 100.) 

Yeates — Smith — Conyngham. 

151. Jasper Yeates 5 , son of John and Elizabeth (Sid- 
bothani) Yeates, was born in Philadelphia, Pa., April 9, 1745. 
He studied at the College of Philadelphia, and received the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1761, and afterwards that of 
Master of Arts. He was admitted to the bar in 1765, and 
became one of the most distinguished lawyers of that period, 
with a larger practice than any other in the interior of Penn- 
sylvania. He took up his residence in Lancaster, where he 
married, December 30, 1767, Sarah, eldest daughter of Colo- 
nel James Burd* by his wife Sarah, daughter of Edward and 
Sarah (Plumley) Shippen, f of Lancaster. Mrs. Yeates was 
born in Philadelphia, January 1, 1748-9. Mr. Yeates sided 
with the American Colonies in the war with Great Britain, 

* Son of Edward Burd, of Ormiston, near Edinburgh, Scotland, and hi3 
wife Jane Halliburton, daughter of the Lord Provost of Edinburgh. He 
emigrated to Pennsylvania, and was commissioned Colonel of a Regiment 
of that Province. He kept a journal during the building of Port Augusta 
at Shamokin in 1756-7, which has been published in Pennsylvania Archives, 
Second Series, vol. ii. pp. 743 et seq. During the American Revolution he 
espoused the cause of the Colonies, and in 1775 becamo Colonel of the Second 
Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops, but resigned the position the following 
year. He resided at " Tinian," in Dauphin County, Pa., where he died in 1793. 

t Sister ol Edward Shippen, Chief-Justice of the Supreme Court of Penn- 
sylvania, and ot Colonel Joseph Shippen, whose daughter, Mary Shippen, 
married Samuel Swift (362), whose grandson, the late John Shippen, of 
Pottsville, Pa., married Margaret McCall Swift, and whose grandson, Evans 
Wallis Shippen, married Catharine Yeates McElwee, all three descendants 
of Jbran Kyn, the last being a great-granddaughter of Jasper and Sarah 
(Burd) Yeates. (See Penna. Mao., vol. vi. p. 332, and The Provincial Coun- 
cillors of Pennsylvania, by Charles P. Keith, under " Edward Shippen.") 
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and was Chairman of the Committee of Correspondence of 
Lancaster County in 1776. During the summer of that year 
he made a journey to "Western Pennsylvania, and paid a visit 
to the scene of Braddock's defeat, of which he wrote an in- 
teresting account in a letter, afterwards printed.* He was 
one of the Delegates from Lancaster County to the Conven- 
tion of Pennsylvania which ratified the Constitution of the 
United States in 1787, being one of the Committee of three 
persons (the others being Thomas McKean and James Wilson) 
who reported the form of the ratification adopted by the 
Convention. March 21, 1791, he was commissioned a Justice 
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, a position which he 
occupied with honor for the remainder of his life. August 
8, 1794, in company with James Ross and William Bradford, 
he was appointed by President Washington a Commissioner 
to confer with inhabitants of the western counties of Penn- 
sylvania "in order to quiet and extinguish" the Whiskey 
Insurrection, a duty which was discharged by them in a 
most satisfactory manner, f In 1805, with his wife's uncle, 
Chief- Justice Edward Shippen", and Judge Thomas Smith, he 
was tried and acquitted on an Impeachment before the Senate 
of the Commonwealth, made in consequence of their imposi- 
tion of a fine and imprisonment on a certain citizen for con- 
tempt of Court4 Judge Yeates preserved notes of judicial 
proceedings in which he took part, and prepared them for 
the press before his death. They were printed, immediately 
after his decease, under the title of Reports of Cases adjudged 
in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania: with some select Cases 
at Nisi Prius, and in the Circuit Courts,^ beginning with the 

* Published in Hazard's Register of Pennsylvania, vol. vi. pp. 104-5, 
and republished in Penna. Archives, Second Series, vol. ii. pp. 740 et seq. 

t For papers relating to this subject, see Penna. Archives, Second Series, 
vol. iv. 

t See Report of the Trial and Acquittal of Edward Shippen. Esquire, 
Chief-Justice, and Jasper Yeates and Thomas Smith, Esquires, Assistant 
Justices, of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, on an Impeachment before 
the Senate of the Commonwealth, January, 1805, by William Hamilton, 
Editor of The Lancaster Journal (Lancaster). 

$ Vol. i., Philada., 1817 ; vols. ii. and iii., ibid., 1818 ; vol. iv., ibid., 1819. 
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April Term of 1791, and closing with the September Term 
of the Western District of 1808, connecting the series of 
Reports from Dallas to Binney. In the advertisement of the 
work by Judge Yeates's son-in-law, Charles Smith, mention 
is made of " the industry and abilities, as well as the accuracy 
and fidelity, of the Author," as "well known to the gentle- 
men of the bar, by whom he had the happiness to be highly 
esteemed." Judge Yeates died at Lancaster, March 14, 1817. 
He is buried in St. James's (Protestant Episcopal) Church- 
yard, of that place, under a pyramidal tombstone with this 
epitaph : " He fulfilled the various duties of life with fidelity. 
His integrity was inflexible. As a Judge he was most learned 
and eminent, and in the exercise of his publick functions he 
deservedly obtained the confidence of his fellow citizens, and 
he left behind him a name which will only perish with the 
judicial records of his country." In a notice of Mr. Yeates in 
Alexander Harris's Biographical History of Lancaster County 
it is said: "He was possessed of a clear and vigorous mind, 
and his opinions were bold. As a Judge, he commanded the 
highest respect and deference.' His decisions from the bench 
were clear, decisive, and strongly indicative of a profound 
knowledge of the constitution and laws of his country. As 
a man of business, he was one of the most methodical. With 
him everything had its time and place. This trait was 
observable in all his transactions, whether of a domestic or 
public nature. He was kind and affectionate, of a cheerful 
and contented disposition, and correct and engaging in his 
deportment. In all the social relations he was truly ami- 
able."* Mrs. Yeates survived her husband, dying at Lan- 
caster, October 25, 1829. She is buried in St. James's Church- 
yard, under a pyramidal monument, with the inscription: 
"Adorned with all the charities of life, in manners mild, 
benevolent, and polished, she was beloved by all who knew 

* A portrait of Judge Yeates is in the possession of the family. Many 
MS. letters written by and to him are in the Library of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania. Several are printed in Penna. Archives, and in Mr. 
Balch's Letters and Papers relating chiefly to the Provincial History of 
Pennsylvania. 
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her. Pious and sincere in her religious duties, and confiding 
in her Redeemer's love, she departed fu.ll of- years and 
honour. Her surviving children have erected this testimo- 
nial of their reverence and gratitude." Mr. and Mrs. Yeates 
had ten children, all born in Lancaster, Pa.: 

375. Mart, b. March 13, 1770. She was m. at Lancaster, March 3, 1791, 
to Charles Smith, son of the Eev. William Smith, D.D., Provost 
of the College of Philadelphia,* by his wife Rebecca, daughter of 
William Moore, of "Moore Hall," Chester Co., Pa.f Mr, Smith 
was b. in Philadelphia, March 4, 1765. " His early education was 
under the care of his father, in Philadelphia, and subsequently at 
Washington College, Maryland, where he graduated at the com- 
mencement held on the 14th day of May, 1783, delivering the vale- 
dictory oration on that occasion. "% He studied law with his eldest 
brother, William Moore Smith, at Baston, Northampton Co., Pa., 
and was admitted to the bar in Philadelphia in June, 1786. He 
pursued the practice of his profession for several years at Sunbury, 
Northumberland Co., Pa. He was a delegate to the Convention 
which formed the Constitution of Pennsylvania in 1790, a Member 
of the House of Representatives of the State in 1806, 1807, and 
1808, and State Senator in 181 6. In 1805 he was elected a Member 
of the American Philosophical Society. He supplied copious and 
valuable notes to a new edition of the Laws of Pennsylvania, 
published, by authority of the Legislature, at Philadelphia, in 
1810-12. In 1819 he received the honorary degree of LL.D. from 
the University of Pennsylvania. March 27, of the same year, he 
was appointed President Judge for the Ninth Judicial District of 
Pennsylvania, composed of the counties of Cumberland, Franklin, 



* Some account of Dr. Smith and his descendants, accompanied by his 
portrait, is given in the Penna. Mag., vol. iv. pp. 373 et seq. For an 
interesting biography of him see Life and Correspondence of the Rev. 
William Smith, D.D., by his great-grandson, Horace Wemyss Smith 
(Philadelphia, 1880). 

t Son of John Moore, Collector of the Port of Philadelphia from 1703 to 
1732. For a notice of William Moore, see Historical and Biographical 
Sketches, by Samuel W. Pennypacker, pp. 229 et seq. (Philadelphia, 1883) : 
and the Life of Dr. Smith, just cited, vol. ii. pp. 488 et seq. A " genealogical 
account" of his descendants is given in the latter work, vol. ii. pp. 541 et seq. 
John Cadwalader, grandson of his great-grandson, General Thomas Cad- 
walader, of Philadelphia, also married a descendant of JiSran Kyn. 

t Account of the Hon. Charles Smith, in the Life of his father, above 
mentioned, vol. ii. pp. 570-1, q. v. A notice of Judge Smith appears in 
Harris's Biographical History of Lancaster County. 
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and Adams ; and April 28, 1820, he was commissioned President 
Judge of the District Court of the City and County of Lancaster, 
which office he held for several years, living at a residence built by 
him near that town, named " Hardwicke." He afterwards removed, 
with his family, to Baltimore, Md., and finally returned to Phila- 
delphia. Here he d., at his home, No. 12 Clinton Square, March 
18, 1836, and was bur. in Epiphany (Protestant Episcopal) Church- 
yard. Mrs. Smith d. at Belmont, August 27, of the same year. 
They left issue.* 

376. John, b. June 29, 1772. He received the degree of Bachelor of Arts 

from the College of Philadelphia in 1792. He m. Eliza, daughter 
of Daniel Buckley, an ironmaster of Lancaster County, Pa., and a 
Member of the House of Kepresentatives of the State between 1794 
and 1800, by his wife Sarah Brooke.f Mr. Yeates d. s. p. at Lan- 
caster, January 7, 1844, and is bur. in St. James's (Protestant Epis- 
copal) Churchyard, in that city. Mrs. Yeates d. in Philadelphia 
County in December, 1849. 

377. Jasper, b. August 30, 1774; d. at Lancaster, December 24, 1774. 

378. Sarah, b. December 4, 1775 ; d. at Lancaster, November 12, 1776. 

379. Elizabeth, b. April 4, 1778. She was m. at Lancaster, May 2, 1808, 

to Bedmond Conyngham, son of David Hayfield Conyngham, and 
grandson of Bedmond Conyngham, Esquire, of Letterkenny, Ireland, 
who emigrated to Philadelphia, and became a partner in the mercan- 
tile house of J. M. Nesbitt & Co., afterwards Conyngham, Nesbitt, 
& Co.J Mr. Conyngham's mother was Mary, daughter of William 



* For whom, besides the article in this Magazine, and the " genealogical 
account" in the Life of Dr. Smith, before referred to, see Keith's Provincial 
Councillors of Pennsylvania, under "Edward Shippen," pp. (69) and (70). 

t Sister of Matthew Brooke Buckley, who married Mary, daughter of 
Samuel and Mary (Shippen) Swift, also descended from Joran Kyn, and of 
Anna Maria Buckley, who married Mary Swift's uncle, Joseph Galloway 
Shippen, M.D. 

X Bedmond Conyngham, the emigrant, was for several years Warden and 
Vestryman of Christ Church, Philadelphia. David Hayfield Conyngham 
was a Trustee of the College of Philadelphia, and afterwards of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, from 1790 to 1813. A picture of the house in which 
the latter resided in Germantown is given in the Penna. Mag., vol. vi., 
opposite page 18. He was descended from William Conyngham, Bishop of 
Argyll in 1539, and was of the same lineage, therefore, as the Marquess 
Conyngham, of Ireland. He was cousin-german to William Conyngham, 
created Baron Plunket, the eminent Chief-Justice and Lord Chancellor of 
Ireland, and of Captain Gustavus Conyngham, U. S. N. Redmond Conyng- 
ham, the younger, was brother to the late Judge John N. Conyngham, of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. (See "The Germantown Boad and its Associations," by 
Townsend Ward, Penna. Mag., loc. cit., and, for a further account of the 
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and Mary West Mr. Conyngham was b. at Philadelphia, Septem- 
ber 19, 1781. He represented the counties of Luzerne, Northum- 
berland, Union, Columbia, and Susquehanna in the Senate of Penn- 
sylvania in 1820. The same year he " laid out the village named by 
him Dundaff," in Susquehanna County, " in honour of Lord Dundaff, 
of Scotland."* He took an interest in historical researches, and in 
1826 contributed " Some Extracts from Papers in the Office of the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, at Harrisburgh, and from other 
Documents," published in Memoirs of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, vol. i. pp. 321 et seq., and "An Account of the 
Settlement of the Dunkers at Ephrata, in Lancaster County, Penn- 
sylvania," printed ibid., vol. ii. pp. 133 et seq. He d. at Paradise, 
Pa., June 16, 1846. Mrs. Conyngham d. at Lancaster, August 3, 
1867. They are bur. in All Saints (Protestant Episcopal) Church- 
yard, at Paradise, Lancaster Co., Pa. They left issue.f 

380. Margaret, b. April 24, 1780. She d. unm. at Lancaster, February 

1, 1855, and is bur. in St. James's Churchyard. 

381. Edward Shippen, b. May 17, 1782 ; d. at Lancaster, December 12, 

1782. 

382. Catharine, b. December 1, 1783. She d. unm. at Lancaster, June 

7, 1866, and is bur. in St. James's Churchyard. 

383. Sarah, b. December 6, 1786 ; d. December 7, 1786. 

384. Edward, b. eodem partu ; d. December 7, 1786. 

family, a work in course of preparation by the Rev. Horace Edwin Hay den, 
of WilkesBarre, to be entitled Reminiscences of David Hayfield Conyng- 
ham, of the Revolutionary House of J. M. Nesbitt §• Co., Philadelphia, 
1750-1832.) 

* History of Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, by Emily C. Black- 
man, p. 392. (Philadelphia, 1873.) 

t For whom see Keith's Provincial Councillors, p. (68). 

(To be continued.) 



